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For who knows not that Truth is strong, next to the Almighty; she needs no policies, nor itratagema 

nor liceoHings, to make her victorious; thoae are the shifts and the defencca 

that error uses against hor power .--MiiiOK. 



ALEANT: 

TAK BENTHUYSEN, PRINTER, 40T BROADWAT, 

1855. 



3, Google 



„ Google 



SPEECH. 



Mr, Chaibhan; — As I originally introduced, 
and subsequently reported this bill from the 
select committee, without statbg at length their 
views, it seems proper that I aliould submit to 
the Senate the ob^cts at whlcb. it alms, and tbe 
critiaiderations which have induced vay action. 
Tbebllla seeks uniformity in the tenure of cliurch 
temporalitids. While my attention has, as a 
legislator, been catlsd to the questions involved, 
I have been iienslble of the Imjiortance of main- 
taiuingttiallcitirensofe very sluide ofrcligioassen- 
tjthe confltitutiona!giutrante«of the "free 



'u iiu ui^uuiE violated by the bill |iiu[iu<ku, . 
remember that even this guarantee, is made t; 
the fundamental law, subject to the condition, 
" that it do not lead to practices Inconsistent 
with the iieitce or safety of the State." Salut 
papsli,suprema lej;, istbeparjimonnt idea crfthe 
Constitution. This blil interferes with no belief, 
It strikes at no general and long established po- 
licy of anyohnrch, orof any body ofreJigioniBts. 
It simply provides for the vesting of the title of 
lands dedicated to religious uses, in Trustees of 
the congregation enjoying the same, in accord- 
ance tvith a law and policy of the State which 
are almost co-existent with its incorporation into 
the Federal Union, It may lead uatoa better ap- 
pieciati on of this subject if we refer to that policy, 
and to the motives which led to its adoption. 

The organization of New Yoric, lifce that of 
her sister colonies, into a free and independent 
State, was the result of the triumph of the 
popular principle of the right of man to self 
government. 

That organization wai the overthrow of all 
political power not emanating from the popubvr 
wilt, and of all unduft prerogative on the part of 
a piiusthood. Hew York, as she shared its 
1liI)oi-s and sacriflces, fuily sympathlaed with the 
spirit of the Revolution, and has erer adhered 
to the Hepnblican policy in all matters pertaining 
to Church or State. If the founders of oiir 
State ji^vtrnment were careful to seonre to the 
Jioople the right of governing themselves, and to 
throw around the citizen the safeguards of a 
constitutional liberty, Ihey were no leas careful 
to conllne the clergy within their legitimate 
sphere as spiritual guides. This jealousy of 
clerical influence is one of the most marked 
features of our lli-st State Constitution. Let us 
look for a moment nt the rock from which we 
were liewed. It is well, at times, to trace the 
stream back to its fountain. 

The preambloB of sections 38 and 39, of our 
Urat State Constitution, which are declaratory 
of the free exercise of religions liberty, are as 

88. And whereaswe are required by the bene- 
volent principles of rational liberty, not only to 
expel civil tyranny, but also to guard against 
that spiritual op}>remt>n and intolerance where- 
with the bigotry and ambition of weak and 
wicked priects and princes liave GCourgo'd man- 



kind, this convention doth, &c., (declaration of 
free exercise of religion, here follows.) 

S9. And whereas the ministers of the gospel 
are by their profesuon, dedicated to the servii:e of 
God and ilie cure of touU, and ought not to be 
diverted from the great dutiet of their function, 
therefore no minister, he., (concludes with a 
declaration of their inel^ibility to any civil or 
military office.) 

Thus it appears that at the very origin of our 
Stale government, when was settled the policy 
which should exist for ages, with such modi9ca- 
tions as a progressive civilization, and an advanc- 
ing sentiment of liberty might require, our 
fathers recorded their experience of past oppres- 
sions under priestly rule, and declared it to be 
their conviction that the safety of the State 
from "spiritual oppresstoo and intolerance," 
depended upon the Imiitation of the authority 
of the clergy to what they might legitimately 
acquire in their office as spiritual teachers. 
Very soon after the adoption of the Constitution, 
and in 1784, the Legislature was called upon to 
form a system of government of chuteh tempo- 
ralities, and one was carefully perfected in entire 
harmony with the theory of onr poIiUcal Insti- 
tutions. 

Leaving the clergy ' to the service of 'God and 
thecureof sonls,' they secured the independence 
of the laity, and the rights of conscience, by tho 
most practical limitation of the power of the 
priesthood, which could be obtained by legisla- 
tion. The act of 1784 "to provide for the 
incorporation of religious societies," and which 
is substantially the act under which all church 
property until very recently has been held, pro- 
vided that the UtJe of such property should be 
vested in Trustees elected b;^ the (iurch, con- 
gregation or society, occupying and using the 
same, for purposes of religious worship. Slight 
modiScations of that act have been made to 
meet tiie practice of two or three denominations 
of Christians, but none of them yielding tlie 
great principle that the laity should have the 
substantial control of the property, through 
their repre.ientatlves elected by the body of the 
church or congregation. This develops to us 
tlie policy of the State, and the constitution 
fW)m which we have quoted, reveals ttfe consi- 
derations which led to its adoption. 

It is a policy alike cautious and Kepuhlican 
It recognizes the justice of plauing the control 
of consecrated property in the hands of those 
by whose sacrifices and bounty it was acquired. 
It manifests that jealousy of the power of the 
priesthood, not necessarily incident to their 
spiritual office, which their own experience, as 
well as the history of ceuturies of contest, be- 
tween the clergy and the laity, could not but 
awaken. This act secured the rigjits of conscience 
and the freedom of worship. It realized a cen- 
tral idea of the revolution — a separation of church 
and State. It was a practical embodiment of 
the American sentiment. " A peiest foe ihb 



,, Google 



Under this act, all the religious societies of 
the Sutesoon oignnizud. Protestant and Catho- 
lic alike, availed themselves cf ita previ^ons, 
and th? liae of demarkation of power between 
the cler^ and the laity contemplated by the 
constitution, sad dedned by this enactment, lir" 
been earefuily preserved untU the last few jeav_ . 
If It BoinetiEHCs facilitated a change of d<^mas 
in the fafth of woinAippers of a particular i 
gragation, it has been supposed that what 
lost tea self-cljJined orthodoxy, was more than 
gained to the rights of conscience and the free- 
dom of inquiry. 

Udder AlU Republican policy, the different 
denomioalions of Christians hare grown power- 
ful in numbers and influence, without any abate- 
ment on the part of the people of respect for their 
spiritual teachers. On the contrary, by divesting 
the clergy of ollpoH-er over church temporali- 
ties, and thus removing a cause of Jealousy and 
Strife, unhappy colDsions have heen avoided, and 
they have lived as the spiritual guides and the 
friends of their people, who in turn, have re- 
posed in them that confidence, and yielded to 
them th«t esteem, which belong to consistent 
piety, and to useful lives. 

Within the lost few years has grown up in this 
State, a system of rule entirely antagonistic to 
the system I liave reviewed, and in violation of 
the whole spirit of our constitution and laws. 
This is its history. As narly as 1829, it was dis- 
covered by the Prelates of the Catholic Church , 
that under American institutions, the system of 
commtttipg the control of church temporalities 
to the laity, led to a degree of independence of 
the priesthood, not in keeping with (he abaolu- 
tifim of the Catholic Hierarchy. Its tendency 
wag to divide power with the clergy. To meet 
thU difficulty, the following ordinance was pass- 
ed in the Grand Council of Bishops, held at 
Baltimore, Oct. 1, 1829: 

" Council of Baltimore, Oct. 1, 182S. 

'' Whereas lay trustees have frequently abused 
the right {jure) granted to them by the civil 
authority, to the great detriment of religion and 
scandal of the Ciithful, we most earnestly desire 
(ojifaiHuc Tanxiixe) that in future no church be 
erected or consecrated unless it be assigned by a 
written instrument to the bishop in whose diocese 
it U to be erected for the divine worship and use 
of the faithful, whenever this can be done. 

" Approved by Gregory XVI, Oct. 16, 1880." 

This, it will be observed, was expressive of no 
more than an earnest desire. It was an appeal 
to the amiahilUy of the Catholic cocgregations. 

That appeal failed of its purpose, and so much 
were the people disinclined to comply with this 
poHcy, when not urged aa a right, that another 
step was taken in 1849, at the seventh Provincial 
Council of Bishops of the United Slates held at 
Baltimore, when a measure of revolution was 
adopted, no less than the divesting of the Catho- 
lic laity of all power over Church temporalities, 
and its centralizatleu in the bands of the priest- 

The fourth article of the ordinances of that 
Assembly, is as follows: 

" AimcLE i. The Fallicrs ordain, that all 
Ghurebes, and all other Ecclesiastical property, 
tvhich have been acquired by donations or the 
olreringB of the Faithful, for religious or chari- 



table use hdrmg to the bishop of tlie diocesej 
unless it sliall be made to appear, and he con- 
firmed by writings, that it was granted to some 
religious order of monks, or to some congrega- 
tion of priests for their use." 

This Is no less than an act of confiscation. It 
does not even rect^nize the right of property in 
those by whose iiounty it was purchased, but it 
arri^tes to the Bishops an actual jiropritlor- 
thip, and 1^ abtolnte decree of this eccle»astical 
couDcil, so tor as it could be enforced by persua- 
sion or discipline, transfers the possesion, con- 
trol, and ownership, of millions of property, from 
the laity, to the clei^y. 

This was a policy on the part of the Catholic 
clergy, no less bold in Its antagonism to the 
whole theory of our government, than happily 
adapted to the objects of control at which it 
seems to have been aimed. 

It may be added, that this ordinance wis sub- 
mitted to, and received the approval of, the 
Pope of Rome. 

Immediately upon the promulgation of this 
new order, the bishops in their respective dio- 
ceses throughout the United States, commenced 
the effort to obtain the surrender of all corporate 
churches on the part of their. congregations, and 
the transfer to them individually, of the titles to 
church property, cemeteries, seminaries of learn- 
ing, hospitals, &c., 1'lc. In most instances in 
this State, It being made a test of good Catholi- 
cism, these transfers were made without pro- 
tracted resistance. In other instances, among 
congregations imbued with the spirit of our free 
institutions, and who had learned to recognize as 
just, the division of power Ijetween the clergy 
and the laity, which our civil polity had esta- 
blished, this demand was rerfsWa. The Catholic 
laity claimed that their rights did not exist by 
mere sufferance of the clergy. That having 
oi^nized into Corporations in pursuance of our 
laws, they were hound as good citizens to abide 
by the policy of the government whose protec- 
tion they enjoyed. When this redstance was 
protracted. It led to the most unhappy contro- 
versies. And wherever the congregations have 
finally refused to yield their franchises, and 
surrender their titles in obedience to the Balti- 
more ordinance, they have suffered the severest 
penalties which can, In this country, be inflicted 
upon the Catholic communicant. The churdi 
of St. Louis, in the city of Buffalo, Is one of the 
congregations which have adhered to the policy 
of the State. This congregation is composed of 
a French and German popuhltion, most of whom 
have been for many years residents of the United 
States. 

Their petition to this body details" an unhappy 
controversy of several years. The real estate 
upon which their church edifice was erected, was 
in 1829 conveyed for the use of a Catliolic con- 
gregation to be thereafter organized, by the late 
Louis Le Couteulx, a man most honorably asso- 
ciated with the lilstory of his adopted City and 
State. In 1838, the congregation was organUed 
under the laws of this State, and seven trustees 
elected, in whom the title vested by vh-tne of 
the act in relation to religious corporations. 
Before the passage of the Ballitnore ordinance. 
Bishop Hughes " attempted to compel the trus- 
tees to convey the title of this church property 
to him." After the Baltimore ordinance wore 
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¥^orou3 measares were set in operation by the 
Bishop of tliat dioceae, to compel the transfer 
<f &e title, A son of the grantor of tlie land 
tnadea visit to tlie Head of tlie church at Rome, 
to obtain an equitable adjustment of the contro- 
versy. J"he, result was, the deputation of Arch 
Bisliop Bedim, a Nundo of the Pope, to viidt the 
chiirch, and ff possible, nettle its dililculti^s. 
The .NOncio refused any terms, except those 
(riiich had been previously made V the Bishop, 
in compliance with the Baltiniore ordinance, and 
transfer of title. In September last, the Bishop 
inade his final proposition for an adjustment, 
which was rtjccted. 

For this adhesion to onr laws on the part of 
the St, Lonia congregation, their trustees have 
been excommunicated. Every sacrament, every 
sacred privilege most dear to, the sincere Catholic, 
have been denied the members of the congrega- 

In their petition they say: 

" For no higher offence than simply tefiising 
to violate the Trust Law of our State, ive have 
been sub^eoWd to the pains of 
and our iiames held up to infamy anu 
For this cause, too, have the entire ....„.-„„ 
tionbeen placed under ban. 'To our members the 
holy rites of bapiisiu aud of hurlnl have been 
denied. The niarriage sacrament is refused. 
The Priest is forbidden to minister atuur altars. 
In sickness, and at the hour of death, the holy 
ftonsolitions of religion are withheld. To the 
Catliolic churchman it is scarcely possible to 
e.tagserate the hiagnitude of such deprivations. 

"We yield to none in attachment to our reli- 
gion, and cheerfuiiy render to the Bishop that 
obedience, in spiritual matt«rB, which the just 
iaterpretatioii o! our faith may require i but in 
respect to the temporalities of our Church, we 
claim the right or obeying the laws of the State, 
■whose protection we etijoy." 

VPhile the Bishops have been securing the 
transfer to themsatves of the title of church 
property conseci'afcd at the time of the' action 
jit Baltimore, they have taken in every instance 
in this State, so far as I can ascertain, the, title 
Of sli, property which ^nce th.it action has been 
pnrohased for church, edii«itiona1. or charitable 
purposes, in connection with the Catholic com- 
manion._ In lire county of Erie alone, nearly 
sixty different conveynncss of lands, have been 
made to John Timon, the Bishop of the Bnffaio 
diocese, during the limt seven years, and the 
value of this property is estimated at over one 
miliion dollars. This property consists of sites 
of churches, cathedrals, hospitals, and educa- 
fional establishments, besides u large omonnt of 
■yetvawtnt lands. ScmeeHtlniale may be formed 
of the vftst agcre^te of property now vested in 
the three Catholic Bishops of NewTorlt, from 
this statement in relstion to n shiijle county 
which contains hut one city, and that having Init 
seventy thousand tnliabitants. The legal effect 
of this proprietorship in the BiRhop. la to vest 
the absolute title m him asan individual, so that 
were he to die Intestate, it would ^n to his heirs. 
But it Is presumed that he lives wifh aii executed 
will, which devises bus properly^ to his succes- 
iBor In office, thus pfacticillv oreatlns: a close 
eornoration sole, in the Bishop. of the diocese. 
_ This then is the present position of this ques- 



' Our Constitution and policy are Republican. 

The State guarantees the freedom of worship 
and the liberty of conscience to all its citizens. 
Asa part of its policy, and to prevent that undue 
influence of the priesthood over the people Which 
is alilie incompatible with the personal freedom 
of the citizen, and with the safety of tjie State, 
it has engrafted the popular element upon the 
system of rule in church property. 

The State finds a counter policy in the Catho- 
lic Church, Its democratic system is met and 
antagonized by the absolute element, of a Spui. 
tiial power defiant of all our usages and laws. 

It finds millions of property, wrested ft'om the 
hands of congregations, am! concentrated in indi- 
vidual ecclesiastics. 

It finds a priesthood, not content witli tho 
legitimate influence which belongs to their cha- 
racter as spiritual gtiides, securing a power 
over timid consciences, little less thai ateolute, 
through their control over every eonsecrated 

It finds this system of rule creating bittor dis- 
sensions, between priest anil people, dai^erous 
to the peace of society. 

It finds itself called upon bj Catholic congre- 
gations, whose <>nly crime is, that they have 
obeyed the laws, to interpose between them and 
these ecclesiastical exactions, 

Han the State a duty to perform in view of 

WhaL Sir, will the Slate answer to the church 
of St. Louis, and other congregations sympa- 
thizing with it, whose sufferings for adhering to 
our laws are so fordbly depicted in their petition! 
To say nothing Of the great principles involved 
in this question, on'whidi side should be found 
the sympathy of the government. With those 
who seek to establish a policy at war with its 
own system, or with those who would respect 
your policy and obey your laws! Should it be 
with that absolntisni tliat tolerates no freedom 
of speech, nO licence of opinion, and which can 
grow strong only at the expense of your vigor, 
and can become dominant, Only upon the rains of 
republican liberty! Or shall that sympathy be 
extended to those, who, cherishing the Catholic 
religion, would mould its policy to the theory 
of our government, and would submit their 
system of rule to that modification which it 
must receive, from contact^ with institutions lilie 
ours! I cannot, as a legislator, nor would t 
have the State looic witli Indifference on a con- 
troversy like this. On the one side Is priesthood, 
panoplied with dll its power over the pockets 
and consciences of its people, armed with tlie 
terrible englneiy of (he. Vatican, seeking in 
open defiance of the policy and laws of the State, 
to wrest every Inch of saered ground from the 
control of the laity, property secured by their 
sweat and sacrifices, and to vest it in the aolltni'y 
hands Of a single Bishop, thnt he may close tlio 
door of the sand oary, put out the fires upon its 
altar, and scouri^ byhis diseiplinary lash, every 
communicant, from its sacraments, ordinances 
and worship, who dares think a thought Inde- 

Eendent of his Spiritual Master, On the other 
and, we see a band of men who have lived long 
enough in their adopted country, to Iiave thO 
gristle of their liberal opinions hardened into 
bone, men devoted to the church of their fathers, 
but who fove tho State to which Uiey hayn 
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sworn allegiance, and ivho respect its institutions, 
we see them resisting, with a lieroisin which 
woTiid honor the age of heroes, tiniledly, un- 
waveringly, in defiance of bulls of exeonimuni- 
ctttion, from Biahop, Legate, and the Pope, 
every attempt to override our laws, and to 
establish ou the soil of Freedom, the temporal 
supremacy of a priesthood. 

Sir, the Muse of History, haa rarely tranE- 
.scribed to her records, an'-act of heroism, snr- 
paesing that which was enacted at the cliurch of 
.St. Louis, io Buffalo, on the 10th of September 
1854, when, after years of painful controveray 
with the highest authorities of the Papal Church, 
ita coi^regatioB met its Bishop, to decide upon 
his nltimalum. That Qltimattini vrns, that the 
.cOQgF^ntion should elect trustees, to be selected 
.by himself. In other words, he would allow the 
congregation to be the throne, but be was to be 
the po-aer behind it ! How did they meet this 
liltiniatiimT As martyrs, refusing to yield the 
tithe ofa hairfrom their original position. And 
.there ataods to-day, a proud monument of the 
devotion of that people to a tme citizenship, 
.that magniScent edifice, as for five years it has 
been, under the curse of the Bishop. There, 
atill floats over its tower, the black flag, symbo- 
lical of tbe darkness which envelopes Ihe altur 
over which it waves, bearing the Bignifleant 
Inscription, ." Where is our SliepherdI" That 
Church is the political Thermopyto of the age. 

Sir, these Catholic citizens of Buffalo, to-day 
appeal to the State through their representative, 
for protection in this, their fidelity. Urged to 
violate their oatlis of allegiance to your laws, 
they have kept them inviolate. On which side, 
again I ask, shall the State be found — will it be 
with tluit power which exalts Its head above the 
State,, which makes obedience to you the signal 
for excommunication, and^ the fatal interdict I 
Aside from the question of justice, has the State 
no dignity to maintaini Were the question never 
so ins^ni&eant, it would be lis duty to vindicate 
its authority, and to hedge ap by legislation, 
■gainst its indirect violation. 

When it ceases to be sovereign, it sinks into 
contempt. No free State ahould tolerate, nor 
can it loi^ survive, an itaperium in imperio, 
which lives defiant of the civil power. 

I propose, Sir, to oubinit a few considerations, 
why we should not second the policy of tlio 
Baltimore ordinance. To aay nothing here of 
the political antagonisms of the Romish policy 
to onr institutions, I would remark, that no 
clergy, of any denomination, or faitli, sIiouM be 
veated with the power contemplated by that 
ordinance. 

I yield to no man in a due respect for the spiri- 
tual office, hut there is to be found in its very 
nature, a reason, why it should not be associated 
with temporal power. It was the result both 
if his observation, and his historical research, 
•vhich led Lord Clarendon to say, that " of all 
mankind none were so ill fitted for the man^e- 
ment of affaira. as the clergy." Whenever 
invested with civil power, or with tliose elements 
of control outside of their influence as spiritual 
guides, which operate npon the consciences and 
pockets of men , they have as a clans been 
the enemies of toleration, and when forming a 
part of* the civil power of the State, the defend- 
ers of its abnses, and of its eilbrts to crush 



dissent and indepcndeucy. Not to Catholic States 
alone need we go for the proofs, they are to be 
found in the history of the English Church, from 
Henry VIII, to the present centnry, and to 
every other era of clerical domination. The 
" CoNVOcATios," an assembly of the established 
clergv, even after the Revolution of 1688, claimed 
to be independent of Parliament, and dictated 
to it a policy destructive of all toleration, aavo 
for the doctrines of_the Establishment. Great 
as is the debt of yratitade due tiam the Chris- 
tian world to WjitiAM OF Orange, for no one 
act of that great statesman, and true friend of 
civil liberty, is it more indebted, than for his 
final prorogation of that body. 

The Corporation, and Test acts, which so long 
disgraced the Statntea of England, and the 
acts relating to Catholic disabilitiei, alwaysfound 
defenders in the established clergy. When Fox 
and Burke led the attacks In the Britisli Fariia- 
ment against these oppressive statutes, mitred 
Bishops entered the lists to oppose them, as if 
religion could not exist out of the Church. 
■' Episcopacy may fail, but religion txisi," vfiui 
the noble reply of BurkCj and to a Jrotestant 
laity, ia England indebted for the great triumph 
of religious liberty, secured by the repeal of 
those acts. Clergymen, naturally Ifeel that they 
have charge of the most important of all possi- 
ble interests, the souls of men. Confident of 
the truth of fhelr cwn dogmas, and looking 
npon schism and dissent as fatal heresy, they 
are easily led to the belief, that it ia their highest 
duty to bring all the enginery of the Church 
and the State, to crush out the first appearance 
of a revolt from their Church formulas and 
Church economies. If it be said, that this argu- 
ment holds lood only with the clergy of an 
established Church, I answer it is because an 
Establishment can invoke the aid of the civil 
piiwer fo compel conformity, and embarrass dis- 
senters. The sameelement of intolerance, allow 
it development, exists m the bosom of every 
spiritual teacher. 

Bnt, I answer further, that in permitting a 
powerful Church (« obtain the control, contem- 
plated by this ordinance, which, where it may, 
invokes the civil arm to crush out all dissent 
from its faith, we cherish one of the most dan- 
gerous evils of an Establishment. 

Ad Establishment, la a constituent element of 
the State, and aids in the formation of its laws, 
and gives tone, and shape, to its policy. So far 
as it can bring the co-ordinate branches of the 
government to.adopt its views, so far, it is felt 
as a power, for weal or for woe. The danger to 
liberty, and the injastice to non- conformists, 
and to dissenters, consists in the poieer to control, 
and it Is only dangerous as it possesses that 
power. But here, Sir, In the bosom of this free 
State, we find a Hierarchy, havingno sympathies 
with our institutions, but in direct antagonism 
to the principles on wliich they rest, admitting 
no supreme fealty to the civil power, but acting 
under the impulsive energy of its Italian centre 
and head, not as a co-ordinate part of the gov- 
ernment, but exalting itself above the State, 
and regulating its millions of Church property, 
utterly defiant cf our policy, and our lawa. It 
stands before us naked of apology, and can 
plead nothing, but the He volo, of an usurped 
prerogative. 
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To Civor the despotic control over the cotific;- ' 
cncfiB of vast masses of our citiZEns, and eoase- 
qaently over tlicir action, which tbe Ealtimore 

Solicj' would concentrate in a score or two of 
JEliopg tliroughout the United States, leads to 
many of the eviU of a union of Church and 
State. Our government Bceks the disintegra- 
tion of this power. The theory of. the Catholic 
Church in, that it must be a unit, a unit in doc- 
triuc, a unit in practice. The Catholic pricat, 
under the niost liberal of syHtems, has a vast 
influence over his chai^, by virtue of his office. 
Siiperadded to this, wlien he Is ia<ested with the 
jiower wiiich the absolute proprietorship of all 
Kiicred places, can give hun, wheu the altar 
helonga to the prie«t, when the' Church and the 
Cathedrar are his, where the Catholic hopes to 
lyorship while living, wiien the Cemetery is his, 
securing to him the keys of the consecrated 
grave, when the Hospital Is his, admission to 
whose cJiarilies Is upon ithe terms be shall dic- 
tate, when the Catholic Colleges, and other 
Seminaries of learning, are his, when the tens 
of Liiillious of property, the donations of the 
Faithful, are all, the absolute propvietorsliip of 
the priest, have you not the elements of a 
"puwer in tiie State," whose harmlessncss, rests 
only ia its forbeurancef In it said that this 
pawii will not be extrcisedT That if tempted 
by some future Cafaline to conspire against tbe 
liberties of the people, it will spurn the offer? 
Is this the lesson of historj-1 So judged not 
onr fathers wlio framed the flrst State Constitu- 
tion, and who declaimed in letters which should 
be graven upon the American heart, as with " a 
pen of iron," thut in founding the banis of free 
Empire, they " were" required to guard against 
" tHat spiritual oppression, lind intolerance, 
whereivith the bigotry and ambition of weak and" 
wielted priests, have scourged nmnkind.'l Dis- 
trust of power, is written all over onr Conatitn- 
iion and our laws. Tbe elemcntg of power mont 
ptovoltinj; this distrust. Were tlie spiritual, and 
the money power. Tlie one was paraliz^, so 
fiir as was necessary to render it harmless, by 
establishing the freest license of religious senti- 
ment, tbe right of. dissent fi-om any or all 
dogmas, the r^ht of revolt from all Church 
economies, leaving responsibility for his faith, 
to the conscience of the citiaen and to his God. 
Every new sect diminished this power, and thus 
schism, became an element of political security. 
Thus were drawn the teeth of tbe spiritual power. 
The money power was rendered harmless by our 
statute of dLstrlbations anil of Inheritance, by 
prohibiting the entailing of estates, by prevent- 
ing accumulations in Corporations, by the pro- 
cess of difltribution of that power rather, than 
of its concentration. Our statute In relation to 
Heligiou.s Corporations, is ono of the most mark- 
ed and happy illustrations of thifl principle, 
where every member of each separate congrega- 
tion, who contributes to the support of worship, 
hasavoicointhe control of the Church property, 
and a recognised proprietorship therein. 

The Baltimore ordinance is the antagonism of 
all this. It abhors the policy of disintegration, 
and Seeks the absolute control over the laity, by 
the concentration of the spiritual an^ temporal 
power, in the priesthood. Two millions of Ca- 
tholic cpramunicants in the United States, and 
probably thirty millions of consecrated property. 



and all, under the absolute control ol perhaps 
fifty Bishops, and they, acknowledging adegiarice 
to a foreign and absolute Potentate '■ Continue 
this policy for fifty years, when the Catboilc po- 
pulation shall be twenty-Sve millions, and the 
property of the fifty Bishops, almost beyond 
computation, and I venture to say, that the 
Church, represented in its ecclesiastics, will be 
stronger than Uie government, and will dictate 
the terms of its eKiatence ! The crushing weight 
of such a power can be lifted only by the stroi^ 
band of Revolution. All the statutes of Mort- 
main, which English Parliaments could devise, 
did not save the neces^ty of tbe confiscation of 
the' estates of the Catholic Clergy, to save tbe 
ascendency of the Crown. France affibrdsanother 
Illustration. It was a corrupt priesthood, enrich- 
ed at the expense of labor, which bolstering up 
the Bourbon throne, with it, as an ally, ground 
the million masses to powder. Church exactions 
and State oppressions, were the wrongs, which 
exoreised from the deeps of popular n^, the 
Genius of lievolution, which swept, as with iron 
hail, every vestige of regal, and ecclesiasljcal 
rule from the land. The Triumvirate rode the 
whirlwind, and for a time, guided the storm, 
but they did not create them. They were tbe 
natural otfspring of abuses In Church and in 
State. 

Menico, is to-day a living illustration of the 
tendency of Church accumulations, when unree- 
trained by law. It is almost literally, the pro- 
prietorsliip of the Catholic Church. And there, 
the heavings of one revolution have hardly sub- 
sided, before we feel the convulsive throes of 
another. New York is not without her experi- 
ence of the evils of large landed estate)^, acquired 
before the Revolution. The original crown 
grants to Trinity Church, and which, if vested 
rights cannot be disturbed; are constant objects 
of jealousy and distrust. Even now the ques- 
tion of submitting their titles to judicial scru- 
tiny is urged to tbe legislature as a great mea- 
sure of public policy. 

The nccomplished Attorney General (Ocdes 
Hofekan) whom I now see before me — is already 
instructed to bring them before the judicial 
tribunals. 

The large landed estates in some of our 
Eastern counties, have in late years led to revo- 
lutionary excesses alike reproachful and perilous. 
So mucli opposed ore they to the spirit of onr 
insUtntions, that their proprietors have felt com- 
pelled to compromise their legal rights, and to 
lalte steps looking to an entire surrender, upon 
considerations agreed upon by parties interested, 
of their (feudal tenures and policy. Our last 
State Constitution , has carefully guarded ag^nst 
the pos^billty of the introduction into the State, 
of this system of tenantry. 

There is another reason of State, why the 
control of Church property should be in the laity. 

Our government is anomalous. It depends 
for its security, upon the development of the 
higher elements of the individual man. It places 
upon him, the responsibility of rule. If he be 
the slave of a priesthood, the first political alle- 
giance of his heart, whether he be a native or 
'an adopted citiien, will be elsewhere than to the 
govevnmont which protects him. If he surren- 
der a portion of his franchise to his spiritual 
teacher, he will soon be prepared to surrender 
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OOmpeUed so many congregntlona to surreiitler 
theii' chavters, would be brought t^ bear upon 
tliem.to compel tbem to waive tliclr rights under 
the bill, and allow the Bishop t« eelect liU own 
trustees. This was the very point which Bishop 
Timon wm at last prepared to yield to tlie 
CliHi'Cli of St, Louis, Of courm the Bishop 
would in every jnsCance, select the most facile 
instruments, wlio would be invested with n nomi- 
Bal authority, but leavin^'the control still absO' 
lute in himself, To resist his will, would require 
as much fortitude then, as now, and how few 
congregations, bvit would endure almost nny pri- 
vathiu, rather than suffer as all resisting Catholic 
congregations have suffered. I lake the , liberty 
Of reading an extract from«'Ictt«r addreEsed to 
me by an eminent Catholic, and a trustee of the 
Shurdi of St. Louis, in Buffiilo, bearing witness 
to these persecutions. He says: 

'' III the United States of late years, the Arch 
" Bishops, and Bishops setting their will above 
"the laws, met in a synod at Baltimore, and 
'' adapted a decree, by which no Church was to 
" be consecrated, if not previously deeded to 
" the Arch-Bishop or Bishop in whose Diocese '' 
"was situated! Sot satisfied wiih that owfi. 
"^teji, [hey declared an unrelenting war against 
*' all the incoi'porated Catholic congregations, 
" and l>y incessant demands, threats, all kinds 
of religious deprivations, and lastly by excom- 
" mil 111 cation, sncceeded in destroying those law- 
" ful associations. 

"In Buffalo, there is now hut the St. Louis 
" Catholic Church which Is incorporated, but 
" what religions deprivation have they not be 
".condemned by tlieir Bishop, for their reaistar 
'"to his will! Their priests taken away ftom 
" their Church, the congregation deprived of re- 
" tigious marriage, the sick of the holy sacrn- 
" meats, and their trustees cscoinmumcated ! ! 
''Indeed, it is no wonder after so much suffering, 
" that so many Catholic congregations shouid 
"have ■iibraitted to their Bishops in annulling 
" their charters and deeding their Churches to 

Says the Nancio, Bedini, in hia farewell letter 
to the Chnrchof St. Louis, " The Bishop does 
"■not" Hslt for himself the edtninistration, he is 
" ready to place it in the hanAs of members of 
" your own congregation, bat appointed by him." 

In bis farewell letter to Bishop Timon. in 
alluding to the " obstinacy " of the congregation, 
lie foreshadows the awful denunciations to which 
tliey have been subjeclcd. " I consider them as 
not being Catholics at heart, and Et. Kev. Sir, 
ahould your episcopal ministry inspire you to 
declare so, in any may, in order that good 
Catholics may Itnow who are their brethren and 
who are not, I leave it to your discretion, and 
your holy inapirattons." So much for the former 
Governor of Bolooiia, and his tender 
alike tender to the brave Uao Bassi, in whoni 
were rekindled the ancient patriotism and genitia 
of Italy, and to the persecuted Church of St. 

How do the horrors of the fetal " iNTEnnicT" 
rush upon our minds as we read of this conflict 
between the people and the priest! 

■ft'ordsworlh'a sonnet wos written of another 
«fie aud country, but its application 
inappropriate to Republican America: 



" Hiialms quake 1i>- luini, proud erbiiresi of Grace, 

She ncHigsl» o'sr Henvcu's mtmA dooi, 
Clotai lbs gBI«> ol eVBir socthI piece. 
Glnigln rrem Ih« Bua nnd utiulciT sir's tiabrac*. 
All Bbcred thh]^ qxe covered, clicerfnt moni 
Grow* sad ffs luglil, an Kemly garb ia woru, 



, BetlA are duipb, 



Iiiio ilie pERsive hesji, itl-fonifled; 

And conilo^llvM derails ihe bouI beiiuifib." 

I cannot re^st. the impulse to read one add! 
tional paragraph from the same letter, expressinj 
the sentiment of a vast body, of intelligent Ca 
lolies throughout the land. He saysj 
•' It is highly time that the Legislature ghouh 
cast an eye of commisseration and protectioi 
upon us by the adopllou of a law. putting i 
stop to the encroachments of the Bishops ant 
"Catholic clergy in general, specifying thatal 
" Cliiireh property should only be possessed bj 
" their right owners, the people who have pai( 
" for them," I will only add, that this is bu 
one of many similar espresMona I have receivei 
from the Catholic laity of different congregation! 
in the State. And has it come to tliiK, that tbi 
Catholic laity of our State, Implore its Lcgisia 
ture to " commisserate and protect " them fron 
ecclesiastical outrage? Will Kew Yorb refiim 
this protection? They have asked for bread 
win she give them a stone! They have askec 
that she maintain the spirit of her own laws 
will she allow it to be borne down by the despo 
tic policy of a priesthood? 

I said In the outset of my lemarks, tlmt llii 
bill struck at no universal practice of tbi 
Chnreh. 

In France, the ieniporal administration of tin 
Church Is in the council of Fabriqvc (Board ei 
Trustees) who are chosen by the mnncipal coun 
cil, tlie latter heing elected by the people in thi 
several communes. In part of the Germai 
States, Belgium and other parts of the contincn 
which have been nnder the French domination 
the Catholic temporalities are administered ii 
■^e same manner, t^- laymen. The same exist 
Switzerland. 

In France, the clergy cannot accept donation, 
by will or otherwise for any benevolent establish 
meat, without the sanction of the government 
and then to he under the control of the eivi 

will be seen, that the policy which ha 

coiifiacate'd twenty-five millions of property, be 
lonpng to two millions of American citizens, ti 
a half hundred priests, whose first allegiance i 
to the Papal See, is a policy especially reseiyei 
ff.r Republican America! This oifalioot of Abso 
lutism, which can flotirish nowhere outside ol 
Spain and Portugal, where deceased Protestant 
are buried like dogs, if buried at all, where thi 
torch of persecution ia ever lighted, has beei 
transplanted, has grown, and flourished, on th 
soil of Fi'eedom! This is the political pBrado: 
of the age. It is deeply implanted, and alreod, 
begins to overshadow the Slate. But one qnea 
tion Is unsolved, will you noiv lay the legislativ 
axe to the root of this Upas, or will you leave' 
to be uptorn nt a future day, by the storm o 
Bkvoluhon? 
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